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Gentleman's published a long letter respecting it, and the two Reviews (the Monthly and the Critical] gave reports of its contents, both coloured, more or less, by a sense of the references which they detected in it to themselves. Smollett, in the Critical^ was hurt that "a work undertaken from public spirit," such as his own, should be confused with "one supported for the sordid purposes of a bookseller" such as Griffiths; and the bookseller on his side did not omit, in the true spirit of vulgar reprisal, to salt his notice with unworthy innuendoes directed at his own not very satisfactory relations with Goldsmith. Such a course was to bo expected in such a warfare; and it is idle now to grow virtuously indignant, because, read by the light of Goldsmith's later fame, these old injuries seem all the blacker. What most concerns us at present is that the "Enquiry" was Goldsmith's first original work, and that he revealed in it the dawning graces of a style, which, as yet: occasionally elliptical and jerky, and disfigured here and there by Johnsonian constructions, nevertheless ran bright and clear. Acting' upon liis maxim that "to be dull and dronish, is an encroachment on the prerogative of a folio," he had, moivovt-r, .successfully avoided that "didactic stiffness of wisdom," which he declared to be the prevailing vice of tin: pi'i'lonnanctv; of his day. "The most diminutive son of fume-, or of famine," he said, " has his iw. and his ?/A-, his jirtf/ys and his secoud/ys as methodical, as if bound in cow hide, ami closed with clasps of brass." His own work could noi be accused justly of this defect. IStit on the whole, and looking to the main purpose of his pages, it intiM. be, conceded that he made better use of bis continental